
Further 
Education
POST LEAVING CERT COURSES



Why Choose 
a PLC 
Course?

• Post Leaving Cert Courses in Further Education can 
provide a direct route to Third Level Education.

• Further Education is a fantastic option for Leaving 
Cert students that are not sure about what to study 
at Third Level Education. Students can ‘try out’ an 
area of study in Further Education before 
committing to a full-time degree.



Why Choose 
a PLC Course

• Further Education is an excellent pathway for 
students that do not meet the points requirement 
for a high points course in a Higher Education 
Institution (HEI). GY301 holds 30 places for PLC 
students!

• Further Education provides opportunities for school 
leavers and learners of all ages to consolidate their 
learning in their area of specific interest.

• PLC Courses are a progressive alternative to 
repeating the Leaving Certificate.



What are my 
options?

Courses Offered in.. 

• Schools

• Post Leaving Cert Colleges

• Education and Training Boards

• Multiple options in every county in 
Ireland



Galway

• Galway Technical Institute

• Galway Community College

• St. Cuan’s

• Colaiste Mhuire Ballygar

• Clarin College Athenry

• Colaiste an Chreigain, Mountbellew

• Mountbellew Agricultural College

• Glenamaddy Community College



Westmeath

• Moate Business College

• Mullingar Community College

• Athlone Community College

• Colaiste Chiarain, Athlone



What Areas 
of Study?



Progression 
to Third 
Level

Students take 7 
modules and a 

work placement

Students sit 
exams and are 
awarded grade 
descriptors in 
each module

PASS

MERIT

DISTINCTION

The CAO converts 
QQI points for 

these grades for 
progression to 

Third Level in the 
CAO system



Does the student compete with Leaving Cert Students?

No

Each HEI holds places in most of their courses 
for First Year entry from PLC pathway



Progression 
Worked 
Example

• NUIG holds 30 places in Science GY301

• Student must have completed a 
complimentary PLC course at Level 5

• Example - 5M3807 – Biomedical Science 
Galway Community College

• What Results are needed to get in?

5 Distinctions out of 8



Where do I find the 
courses?

CAREERSPORTAL.IE

QUALIFAX.IE







Use 
www.cao.ie
to find 
suitable PLC 
courses for 
CAO Choices

http://www.cao.ie/


Do this research for all CAO course choices……..
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER



How do I Apply?

Applications 
open typically 

in February

Students 
apply directly 
to the College

Usually online
No charge for 

application



What do I need to 
get in?

Interview

Five passes in 
the Leaving 
Certificate

Apply early 
for popular 

courses 



Are they 
Recognised 
Abroad?

• YES

• ACCREDITED BY QQI

• PLC Courses offered at Level 5 & 6 on 
National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ)

• NFQ recognised by European Framework of 
Qualifications (EFQ)

• Every year 100’s of Irish Students start 
Nursing in the UK after Level 5 PLC in 
Nursing Studies



What is the Cost?

Courses typically cost €300 
to €450

Students eligible for the 
SUSI grant have this waived

SUSI Maintenance grant 
available also



Finally

• Why not complete the CAO and…….

• Ease pressure by finding and applying for 
excellent PLC courses that provide a direct 
pathway to your number 1 course in the 
CAO if you do not get the points

• Student might have the fantastic dilemma of 
CAO offer and PLC offer in August 2021


