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THE LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE –
QQI LEVEL 5 



THE LEAVING CERTIFICATE

SEC ARE THE AWARDING AUTHORITY FOR THIS LEVEL 5

RECOGNISED BY QUALITY & QUALIFICATIONS IRELAND (QQI)

TWO YEAR SCHOOL PREPARATION 

IN GARBALLY, STUDENTS PREPARE FOR THIS EXAM BY CHOOSING 4 ELECTIVE 

SUBJECTS ON TOP OF ENGLISH, IRISH & MATHEMATICS

LIKE ANY DECISION IN LIFE – PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS WHILST ADHERING TO THE 

RULES



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS & ADHERE 
TO THIRD LEVEL RULES

WHAT SUBJECTS ARE 
YOU INTERESTED IN? 
TRACK RECORD 

ARE YOU MOTIVATED 
TO LEARN MORE? 
TRACK RECORD 

DO YOU HAVE 
APTITUDES FOR 

CERTAIN SUBJECT 
AREAS? 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 

THE THIRD LEVEL 
COURSES?

GENERAL ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
UNIVERSITIES AND 

INSTITUTES OF 
TECHNOLOGY?

CAO POINTS SYSTEM 
- CALCULATE



REMEMBER…

• Three things are important when 

choosing a subject

• 1. MOTIVATION TO LEARN

• 2. INTEREST 

• 3. APPTITUDE

• None of these are fixed….



LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE 
SUBJECTS 
GROUPS IN 
GARBALLY

Language & Humanities 
Group 

STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) 

Business Group 



STEM GROUP

Physics Chemistry Biology

Agricultural 

Science

Construction 

Studies

Design and 

Communication 
Graphics

Engineering Technology



LANGUAGE & HUMANITIES GROUP 

ART HOME 

ECONOMICS

HISTORY GEOGRAPHY

FRENCH GERMAN MUSIC



BUSINESS GROUP

BUSINESS ACCOUNTING ECONOMICS



HOW MANY 
SUBJECTS?

SEVEN SUBJECTS STUDIED FOR THE LEAVING CERT

1. English

2. Maths

3. Irish

4. ?

5. ?

6. ?

7. ?





RULES FOR COLLEGE 

LET’S SIMPLIFY THE 

LANGUAGE

WHO ARE THE NUI?





NUI RULES 
BY 
FACULTY 



NUI RULES 
BY 
FACULTY 



NUI RULES 
BY 
FACULTY 



NUI RULES 
BY 
FACULTY 



RULES FOR COLLEGE 

LET’S SIMPLIFY THE 
LANGUAGE…..

WHAT DOES  MINIMUM ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS MEAN?



MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

TCD – 3 X H5 & 3 X H7/O6

UCD/UG/UCC/NUI MAYNOOTH, &  
ALL NUI AFFLIIATED COLLEGES & 
CADETSHIP – 2 x H5 & 4O6/H7

ALL  LEVEL 8 HONS DEGREES – 
TU’s – 2 X H5 & 4O6/H7

UL & DCU - 2 x H5 & 4O6/H7



RULES FOR 
COLLEGE WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENT?



SUBJECT SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENT EXAMPLES

PRIMARY TEACHING 
QUALIFICATION – H4 

IN IRISH

ENGINEERING IN 
UNIVERSITY – H4 IN 

MATHS

COMMERCE IN UCD – 
O2/H6 IN MATHS

COMMERCE IN NUIG 
– O6/H7 IN MATHS

POST PRIMARY 
LANGUAGES 

QUALIFICATION – H3 
IN EITHER IRISH OR 

MODERN LANGUAGE

VETERINARY 
MEDICINE IN UCD – 
H5 IN CHEMISTRY

HEALTH SCIENCE 
WITH 

PHYSIOTHERAPY IN 
LETTERKENNY – H5 

IN BIOLOGY



IMPORTANT ICT RESOURCES

STARTING WITH QUALIFAX…..

Careersportal.ie  - students have 
there very own career portfolio

curriculumonline.ie

Cao.ie



QUALIFAX.IE

BOOKMARK THIS PAGE



Reach+ ICT 

RESOURCE



CAO.IE



CURRICULUMONLINE.IE



THIRD LANGUAGE

The inclusion of a modern language in the 

leaving certificate is highly recommended.

Compulsory requirement for 171 courses 

in CAO 

Highly beneficial for career development 

Highly desired work skill – Identified skills 

shortage 

(National Skills Bulletin 2023)

More €€€€€€’’s in 

your pay-check



HIGHER 

IRISH

 

27 courses across the 14 Universities / Affiliated 

Colleges such as Teacher Training colleges that 

require higher level Irish (H4 +)…..included in this 

are

 

• Primary Education and Irish as a subject for 

Post Primary – Undergraduate & Postgraduate

• Irish Studies in TCD, NUIG, UL, UCC

• Business/Commerce with Irish in NUIG, UCC, 

NUIM, DCU



Higher Level Maths vs Ordinary Level

Currently 72 courses in CAO definitely require higher level

Currently 1327 courses in CAO accept ordinary or higher maths

Currently 212 courses accept Foundation Maths

 Engineering 
 Actuary

 Data Analytics
 Financial Maths

 Computer Science

 Economics & Finance
 Mathematical Sciences

 Theoretical Physics

 Statistics

Oh yes….25 bonus points!

Higher 

Maths



LETS LOOK AT THE SUBJECTS



DESIGN AND COMMUNICATION 
GRAPHICS (DCG)

grows out of Graphics at JUNIOR 
CYCLE

Emphasis on comprehension, 
analysis and problem solving. 

Although it is not an essential 
subject for either architecture 
or engineering it is regarded as 
a useful asset if you are thinking 

of a technical, design, construction 
or engineering course. 

Can be tough for some to pick up 
as a new subject in 5th year





DCG - ASSESSMENT

One Written Exam Paper: 60% 
Student Assignment: 40%

Terminal Exam: 3 hours 
duration – 240 marks

Student Assignment
2024 DESIGN BRIEF





PHYSICS

• Think logically, observe and understand 

scientific method.

• Science, technology and society (STS) is an 

integral part of the syllabus.

• With STS students can be aware of the 

principles of the applications of physics in the 

everyday world.











ADVICE FROM PHYSICS TEACHER 

• Good standard of mathematics at Junior 

Cycle

• Mathematics element in physics mostly 

made up of formulas. It is repetitious and 

easily mastered with a good attitude.

• You should have a curious mind.

• You need to be neat and organised.

• Are you the type of person who wonders 

“how does that work?”



HISTORY

Divided into two 

distinct fields: IRISH & 

EUROPEAN

Early Modern (1492-

1815) and Late Modern 

(1815-1993) CHOOSE 

ONE

Emphasis on both how 

and why events occurred. 

It deals with human-

experience and it is often 

studied out of personal 

interest.

History develops 

important skills such as 

self-discipline and critical 

thinking which are of life-

long importance



ADVICE FROM HISTORY TEACHER

It is relevant to 
modern life

Develops 
Awareness of 

human behavior

Cultural 
Inheritance & 

IDENTITY

Communication 
Skills 

Writing Skills

Analytical Skills – 
History will sharpen 
your critical thinking 

skills. 



HISTORY ASSESSMENT

• A written examination paper (80%) and a 

research study report (20%) submitted 

around Easter before the June exam.

• The project is the student’s own individual 

work - 1500 word essay. 

• Handed in at the end of April before the 

leaving cert. The average mark is 90% plus. 

• Pupils will answer the Documents based 

study and three essays (one from each topic 

studied).











ADVICE FROM 
ACCOUNTING 
TEACHER

• Student must like working with 

numbers.

• Student should have good attention to 

detail.

• Good Time Management.

• While not necessary, it is a great help to 

have studied Business Studies at Junior 

Certificate.

• Persistent temperament is suited.



BUSINESS

• Learn the skills and knowledge needed to 

understand how business works.

• Vocationally-oriented course that introduces 

students to the world of Business in a 

straightforward and logical way. 

• It aims to create an awareness of the importance 

of Business activity and to develop a positive and 

ethical attitude towards it. 

• The importance of people in Business is 

highlighted.











ECONOMICS
What kind of student does well in 

Economics…

• Anyone considering a future career 

in any area of business, journalism, 

communications or finance.

• Students who enjoyed Junior Cycle 

Business.

• Students who take an interest in 

politics, current affairs, sociology or 

psychology.





ASSESSMENT

• Exam & Project

• Section A – Short 

Questions worth 20%

• Section B – Extended 

Questions worth 60%

• Research Project – 

Submitted to SEC for 

correction 20%





HOME ECONOMICS

Areas covered on the 
Junior Cycle course are 
continued at Leaving 
Certificate level.

Practical cookery 
assessed through written 
exams only

ELECTIVES - Textile, 
fashion design, social 
studies, home design and 
management 

Strong Sociology 
element

In-depth Study of 
Nutrition, Resource 
Management and 
Consumer Studies



COURSE 
CONTENT

• The Core Areas
1. Food Studies - 45%
2. Resource Management and Consumer 
Studies - 25%
3. Social Studies - 10%

• Electives
1. Home Design and Management - 20%
         or

2. Textiles, Fashion and Design - 20%
 or

3. Social Studies - 20%







ART COURSE

• ART HISTORY & 

APPRECIATION 30% 

• DESIGN BRIEF WORTH                    

50%

• PRACTICAL EXAM 20%





THE ART STUDENT

• Enjoys drawing and working 

creatively with images

• Is Resourceful & Independent. Has 

the ability to research project themes.

• Has an enquiring mind.

• Has opinions about Art and Design 

from the past and present and to be 

able to express this opinion.





ENGINEERING

• Structure of the course involves practical work in the 

school engineering workshop combined with engineering 

theory.

• Theory Course is called Materials & Technology

• A) Extraction and Production of Metals

• B) Structure of Materials

• C) Testing of Materials

• D) Heat Treatments

• E) Machining

• F) Joining Methods e.g. Welding

• G) Mechanisms





ENGINEERING – 
SUITABLE CANDIDATES

• Metal work up to Junior Certificate or 

Engineering Module completed in TY

• Ability to work independently in the 

engineering workshop

• Proactive / Innovative

• Interested in how things work

• Ability to read drawing / Spatial skills

• Health & Safety Conscious











BIOLOGY

The scope of biology is wide and varied.

• Unit 1 – Ecology

• Unit 2 – Molecular Biology & 

Biotechnology

• Unit 3 – Human Physiology, Plant 

Physiology, Micro-organisms



BIOLOGY – UNIT 1  
ECOLOGY

• Fieldtrip is mandatory. It covers  4 laboratory 

experiments out of the 22 mandatory experiments.

• Occurs in 5th year

• Usually a woodland visit

• This prepares students for the ecology section in the 

LC exam

• The fieldtrip is an integrated study of animals, human 

populations and plants as they coexist.



BIOLOGY UNIT 2 – 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

• Genetics & Mutations 

• Biotechnology

• Genetic Evolution

• Molecular Biology

• DNA

• RNA

• CELL

• Photosynthesis

• Respiration



UNIT 3 - 
PHYSIOLOGY

• Cardiovascular

• Endocrine

• Excretory

• Respiratory

• Digestive

• Reproduction

Human Physiology

• Reproduction

• Plant Anatomy

• Plant Biochemistry

Plant Physiology

• Bacteria

• Fungi

Micro – Organisms













TEACHER COMMENT

• Very difficult to score high in Higher 

Construction if you don’t have wood 

technology at JC

• TOP students have:

•  Good Psychomotor Skills

•  Good Spatial Skills

•  Work Independently

•  Are creative and good at drawing



CHEMISTRY

Leaving Cert Chemistry is comprised of all the essential and relevant topics within 

general chemistry. The major topics involved include the following:

• Atomic structure

• Volumetric analysis

• Organic chemistry

• Water chemistry

• Reaction mechanisms.

 



CHEMISTRY

• It is recommended that a student 

undertaking the course has a good 

understanding of Junior Cycle Science.

• Each student should have an aptitude 

and interest for laboratory work.

• A student would be expected to have a 

reasonable level of Junior Cycle Math's, 

either at higher or ordinary level.



CHEMISTRY EXAM

• The leaving cert exam is 3hrs in 

duration. 

• Consisting of two sections.

• Experimental copies must be available 

for inspection by the State Examinations 

Commission. 

• Students taking chemistry must 

memorize the chemical components of a 

series of prescribed experiments. They 

will need to present the elements of four 

such experiments in their exam.



ADVICE FROM CHEMISTRY TEACHER

Upwards of 30 mandatory experiments and plenty of 

scope for interesting demonstrations by your teacher.

Subject relevant for today’s world.

It is also a subject or career that is international and 

would facilitate travel.

If one is studying any science, engineering or a 

technology course at third level, chemistry will appear 

as an exam module.

  



TEACHER ADVICE

. Good Grades - If you work through 5th and 6th 

year you will achieve a high grade. 

Ireland has top pharmaceutical and chemical 

companies. These employ hundreds of highly qualified 

Irish graduates in Science and Engineering 

Chemistry skills have been identified as needed in the 

Irish Economy. 

Points requirements to get into Applied Chemistry 

courses in Institutes of Technology are among the 

lowest in Science





AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE - 
ASSESSMENT

• Written 75%

• Practical 25%

• A SEC assessor visits the school in early May during LC 

year.  They interview a sample of students to determine 

mastery of the coursework.

• 25% Practical allocated as follows:

• Lab Manual – 11.25%

• Project Folder – 8.75%

• Plant Identification – 2.5%

• Animal Identification – 2.5%



WHAT THE TEACHER SAYS

• A farming background can be an advantage but by no 

means essential

• The H1 student works hard during 5th & 6th year

• An aptitude for science is essential

• Did you score well in Science at JC?

• Don’t mistake it for an easy subject. Project is 

rigorous



























WHEN 
CHOOSING 

SUBJECT 
SPECIFIC

SCIENCE

2 science subjects 
required for Medicine (5 

year), Dentistry.

Chemistry required for 
Veterinary Science, 

Dietetics & Public Health 
Nutrition in TUD, 

Medicine, Dentistry & 
Pharmacy in UCC

One laboratory science 
subject required 

for all medical 
professions….watch out 

for subject specifics

One laboratory science 
subject required for 

Nursing

Most Science, 
Engineering, 

Pharmaceutical and 
Dietetics courses require 

one laboratory science 
subject

Watch for grade and 
subject specific 

requirements also e.g. 
TCD PHYSIO



IMPORTANCE OF SCIENCE 

Science Architecture Engineering 
Occupational 

Therapy

Medicine Speech Therapy
Dentistry 
  

Sports Science

Veterinary 
  

Nutrition
Pharmacy 
  

Dietetics

Physiotherapy Optometry Radiography Nursing



ALL SUBJECTS ARE EQUAL

In terms of entry to third level colleges, all 
subjects count equally in terms of points 
(maths exception)

The important thing to remember is to 
choose subjects that broadly meet the 
entry requirements to the college faculty.

Then choose additional subjects based on 
interest and evidence of success.

An H1 in a creative or practical is worth 
the same points as an H1 in a perceived 
academic subject



WHY SEVEN SUBJECTS?

CAO (Central Application Office)

Points based on best SIX 
subjects in one single sitting.

The 7th subject can be a safety net. 

Timetable in Garbally is structured 
on all students studying 7 subjects



CLOSING DOORS

Dropping science can close doors at 
this stage.

Find out the specific requirements 
needed for your area of interest.

Consult with your Guidance 
Counsellor

Consult as a FAMILY – GUIDE YOUR 
SON THROUGH THE PROCESS



WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING

Choose subjects that 
you ENJOY learning

Reflect on your 
favourite subject at 

Junior Cycle…..which 
ones did you 

enjoy/engage in?

Where did your best 
grades come from?

If you haven’t done the 
JC yet…..where do you 

consistently pick up 
good grades during 
school assessments

Where are you in terms 
of your career 

development? Have you 
any ideas yet?

What learning style do 
you have?



CAT 4 & CAREER FIT REPORT

FIRST YEAR & TY



PROBLEM SOLVING EMPHASIS

CAT 4 TESTING & CAREER 
FIT

First Year & TY

HOW DOES IT RELATE 
TO SUBJECT CHOICE 
IN GARBALLY?



SUBJECTS WITH SKILLS 
EMPHASIS ON 
VERBAL REASONING

• ENGLISH

• HISTORY

• LANGUAGES

• BUSINESS

• GEOGRAPHY

• HOME ECONOMICS

• BIOLOGY

• ART

• MUSIC



SUBJECTS WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS 
ON NUMERICAL REASONING

• MATHS

• PHYSICS

• CHEMISTRY

• APPLIED MATHS

• ACCOUNTING

• ECONOMICS

• ENGINEERING

• DCG

• TECHNOLOGY



SUBJECTS WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS ON 
SPATIAL REASONING

DCG

ART

CONSTRUCTION STUDIES

ENGINEERING

CHEMISTRY

BIOLOGY

PHYSICS

TECHNOLOGY

ECONOMICS

GEOGRAPHY



SUBJECTS WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS ON 
NON VERBAL REASONING

DCG ART

CONSTRUCTION 
STUDIES

ENGINEERING

AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCE

HOME 
ECONOMICS

CHEMISTRY



EXAMINE CAREERFIT 
REPORT

• Apptitute Testing in Three Areas

• Rigorous Interest Test

• 16 Career Suggestions

• LINK THE REPORT TO SUBJECT CHOICE WITH 

OTHER METRICS



WHEN CHOOSING…

THINK ABOUT YOUR PREFERRED 
LEARNING STYLE

THINK BACK TO THE SUBJECTS YOU 
ENJOYED DURING THE JUNIOR 
CYCLE

WHICH LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 
SUITED YOU?



AUDITORY 
LEARNER



VISUAL 
LEARNER



KINESTHETIC – LEARN BY DOING



AVOID THESE IDEAS!

IT DOESN’T FIT 
WITH MY IMAGE

WHAT JOB WILL 
IT GET ME?

IT’S AN EASY H1

I WILL PICK AN 
EXTRA SUBJECT 
AS I WILL GET 
EXTRA POINTS

NO NEED TO 
WORK…IT WAS 
EASY FOR THE 
JUNIOR CYCLE



AND ESPECIALLY THIS ONE..

• Don’t be foolish by dropping your 

favorite subject……because 

someone tells you it is hard to get a 

HIGH GRADE in it.

• Stick to what you enjoy.

• Chances are if you follow those 

subjects, you will pick an 

educational pathway that you enjoy 

because you trusted your instinct.



FINALLY….


	Slide 1: SENIOR CYCLE 
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: The Leaving Certificate – QQI Level 5 
	Slide 4: The Leaving Certificate
	Slide 5: PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS & ADHERE TO THIRD LEVEL RULES
	Slide 6: Remember…
	Slide 7: Leaving Certificate Subjects Groups in Garbally
	Slide 8: STEM GROUP
	Slide 9: Language & Humanities Group  
	Slide 10: BUSINESS GROUP
	Slide 11: How many subjects?  
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: RULES FOR COLLEGE 
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: NUI RULES BY FACULTY 
	Slide 16: NUI RULES BY FACULTY 
	Slide 17: NUI RULES BY FACULTY 
	Slide 18: NUI RULES BY FACULTY 
	Slide 19: RULES FOR COLLEGE 
	Slide 20: MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
	Slide 21: RULES FOR COLLEGE 
	Slide 22: SUBJECT SPECIFIC  REQUIREMENT examples
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: CAO.IE
	Slide 27: Curriculumonline.ie
	Slide 28: Third Language
	Slide 29:  HIGHER   IRISH    
	Slide 30
	Slide 31: LETS LOOK AT THE SUBJECTS
	Slide 32: Design and Communication Graphics (DCG)
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: DCG - Assessment
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: PHYSICS
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41:  ADVICE FROM PHYSICS teacher  
	Slide 42: HISTORY
	Slide 43: ADVICE FROM HISTORY TEACHER
	Slide 44: History Assessment
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49: ADVICE FROM ACCOUNTING TEACHER
	Slide 50: BUSINESS
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55: ECONOMICS
	Slide 56
	Slide 57:  ASSESSMENT
	Slide 58
	Slide 59: HOME ECONOMICS
	Slide 60: Course CONTENT
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63: ART COURSE
	Slide 64
	Slide 65: THE ART STUDENT
	Slide 66
	Slide 67: ENGINEERING
	Slide 68
	Slide 69: ENGINEERING – suitable candidates
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74: BIOLOGY
	Slide 75: BIOLOGY – UNIT 1  ECOLOGY
	Slide 76: BIOLOGY UNIT 2 – molecular biology
	Slide 77: Unit 3 - PHYSIOLOGY
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83: TEACHER COMMENT
	Slide 84: CHEMISTRY
	Slide 85: CHEMISTRY
	Slide 86: CHEMISTRY Exam
	Slide 87: Advice from chemistry teacher
	Slide 88: Teacher advice
	Slide 89
	Slide 90: AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE - ASSESSMENT
	Slide 91: What the teacher says
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97
	Slide 98
	Slide 99
	Slide 100
	Slide 101
	Slide 102
	Slide 103
	Slide 104: When choosing    Subject Specific   Science
	Slide 105: IMPORTANCE OF Science 
	Slide 106:   All Subjects are Equal
	Slide 107:  Why seven subjects?
	Slide 108: Closing Doors
	Slide 109: WHAT TO consider when choosing
	Slide 110: CAT 4 & CAREER FIT REPORT
	Slide 111: PROBLEM SOLVING EMPHASIS
	Slide 112: Subjects WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS ON  VERBAL REASONING
	Slide 113: Subjects WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS ON NUMERICAL REASONING
	Slide 114: Subjects WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS ON SPATIAL REASONING
	Slide 115: Subjects WITH SKILLS EMPHASIS ON  NON VERBAL REASONING
	Slide 116: EXAMINE CAREERFIT REPORT
	Slide 117: When Choosing…
	Slide 118: AUDITORY learner
	Slide 119: Visual learner
	Slide 120: Kinesthetic – learn by doing
	Slide 121: Avoid these ideas!
	Slide 122: And Especially This One..
	Slide 123: Finally….

